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In 2006 the editor of the Journal of Financial and Coun-
seling Planning (JFCP) sought to increase the journal’s 
visibility with scholars as well as increase its total citations 
by having the journal indexed in a variety of multi-disci-
plinary and subject-specific databases. Within the first year 
of the project, JFCP was successfully placed in 10 index-
ing databases and Kelsey (2007) suggested that a goal of 
20 indexing services was “reasonable” (p. 22). An update 
of the indexing project in 2009 revealed that placement of 
JFCP had been increased to include 18 indexing databases 
(Miller, Hires, & Lawrence, 2009). 

In June 2013, a review of JFCP’s current indexing status 
was conducted. JFCP is now included in 30 abstracting 
and indexing databases, including ABI/INFORM Com-
plete, ABI/INFORM Global, Academic Search Complete, 
Business Abstracts with Full Text, Business Source Alumni 
Edition, Business Source Complete, Business Source Cor-
porate, Business Source Elite, Business Source Premier, 
Current Abstracts, Directory of Open Access Journals, 
EconLit, ERIC, Nexis.com, OmniFile Full Text Mega, 
OmniFile Full Text Select, Open Access Digital Library, 
Open Science Directory, PsycINFO, ProQuest Accounting 
and Tax, ProQuest Banking Information Source, ProQuest 
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Business Collection, ProQuest Central, ProQuest Educa-
tion Journals, ProQuest Hospital Collection, ProQuest 
Social Science Premium Collection, ProQuest Psychology 
Journals, Scopus, Social Science Research Network, and 
TOC Premier.

Changes since the 2009 review (Miller, Hires, & Law-
rence, 2009) include both the removal and inclusion of 
JFCP in several indexing services. For example, while 
JFCP is no longer indexed in PAIS International, it is now 
included in 10 additional ProQuest databases such as ABI/
INFORM Complete and ProQuest Business Collection. 
Other changes, such as the removal of Business Education 
Index from the listing of abstracting and indexing data-
bases, are due to ceases in publication. Furthermore, the 
acquisition of H. W. Wilson by EBSCO Publishing in 2011 
resulted in the JFCP’s inclusion in additional abstracting 
and indexing databases such as OmniFile Full Text Mega.

An immense step forward in improving access to the 
JFCP literature is its inclusion in Scopus, a major database 
of peer-reviewed literature. Scopus, an Elsevier prod-
uct, provides abstracts and citations for all JFCP articles 
published since 2008. Additionally, Elsevier has partnered 
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with Scimago Lab to create the Scimago Journal & Coun-
try Rank (SJR) indicator which “measures the scientific 
influence of the average article in a journal” (http://www.
scimagojr.com). Since its inclusion in the Scopus database 
in 2008, the SJR indicator for JFCP has increased signifi-
cantly overall, with a slight downtick in 2012 (see Figure 
1). Additional study of the SJR indicator in relation to the 
influence of JFCP’s articles is needed.

An original goal of the Indexing Project was to seek inclu-
sion in the highly selective Web of Science citation data-
base (Kelsey, 2007, p. 22). With its increased visibility in 
the bibliographic indexes listed above, the JFCP is poised 
to seek submission in Web of Science.
 
Finally, an increase in library holdings is an added benefit of 
increasing the number of indexing services. Kelsey’s (2007) 
research at the start of the indexing project noted that JFCP 
was “held by 142 libraries worldwide” (p. 22). According 
to a search of Online Computer Library Center’s (OCLC) 
WorldCat®, JFCP is held in electronic or print format by 
713 libraries (120 of which are international libraries).

Figure 1. JFCP SJR Indicator

The JFCP Indexing Project should be considered a suc-
cess as the JFCP is now included in 30 abstracting and 
indexing databases – 10 more than the original goal set 
in 2006. This progress, along with the increase in library 
holdings (from 142 to 713), should ensure that JFCP’s 
articles are more accessible and discoverable to research-
ers around the world. 
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Note: The SJR indicator measures the scientific influence of the average article in a journal. The indicator expresses how central 
to the global scientific discussion an average article of the journal. For additional information, see htpp://www.scimagojr.com. 
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